
Documenting eligibility for 
family members
Spouses or partners

Spouse 
Documentation needed: Marriage certificate 
showing your name and your spouse’s name.

I-20 form (international students only)

Spousal equivalent or partner 
A same sex- or opposite sex partner you have 
lived with for at least four months.

Documentation needed: Affidavit of spousal 
equivalent partnership.

Divorced spouse 
Documentation needed: Copy of final  
divorce decree signed and dated by the judge, 
specifically the:

• Cover page listing the parties involved

• Page that indicates the date the divorce or 
legal separation became final 

• Page(s) that refer to health insurance, and

• Signature page 

Dependent child(ren) up to 26 years 
of age

Birth child 
Documentation needed: Birth certificate 
showing child’s name and your name.

Adopted child 
Documentation needed: Adoption certificate 
showing child’s name, child’s birthdate, and your 
name.

Stepchild 
The biological or adopted child of your spouse or 
spousal-equivalent.

Documentation needed: Birth certificate  
or adoption certificate showing child’s name, 
child’s birthdate, and your spouse’s/spousal-
equivalent’s name.

Child for whom you are the legal guardian 
Documentation needed: Proof of legal 
guardianship and birth certificate.

Child of any age with a physical or mental 
disability that prevents the child from earning 
their own living 
Documentation needed: Appropriate 
documentation as listed above for dependent 
child (birth child, adopted child, stepchild, or 
child for whom you are the legal guardian) and 
certification of disability.

Child recognized under a qualified medical 
child support order 
Child for whom a state court or agency has 
issued an order requiring a health plan to provide 
insurance coverage.

Documentation needed: Qualified medical child 
support order and child’s birth certificate.

https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students/prepare/students-and-the-form-i-20

